ASSOCIATION OF
HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUBS

A RESOLUTION

NO. 2024 -1
CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF DORINDA PUANANI KEOLA BURNET

WHEREAS, Dorinda Puanani Keola Burnet was born on January 5, 1958 in Wahiawa,
Hawai‘i to her proud parents, Oswald Keola II and Thelva (McLean) Keola; and

WHEREAS, Dorinda grew up in the areas of Waipahu, and later Ewa Beach, O‘ahu,
Hawai‘i making many memories with ‘ohana and friends, including performing hula at the 1973
Aloha Bowl and Hula Bowl; and

WHEREAS, Dorinda attended Kamehameha Schools from Kindergarten to 12% grade,
graduated in 1976, then attended the University of Hawai‘i focusing on fashion design for one
year before leaving school to be married for the first time in 1977; and

WHEREAS, Dorinda’s marriage resulted in the birth of two keiki, Daysha in 1981 and
Kalani in 1982, while at the same time creating her first business named Keola Kreations to sell
pareo skirts at Aloha Stadium that she designed using stamps with hibiscus and plumeria flower
outlines, but the union was not meant to remain whole and a divorce occurred in 1985; and

WHEREAS, Dorinda met the man who was her soul mate, Lee Burnet, in 1985 when Lee
hired her as a full-time Administrative Assistant at Sakamoto Construction Company, while also
being hired by Lee for part-time work at Security First Group; and

WHEREAS, several months after Lee moved to Fresno, California in 1986, Dorinda and
her two Keiki moved to be with him to leave the bad memories behind and to begin anew, which
joyfully occurred in 1988 with Dorinda and Lee’s marriage at Lake Tahoe, California and their
daughter Brianne being born in 1989 in Fresno; and

WHEREAS, during her time in Fresno Dorinda began to perpetuate and teach Hawaiian
culture to her keiki and other ‘ohana in the area by first starting a small hula halau in her garage
in 1989 along with starting a small school called “Keiki Experience,” with 12 keiki to learn
about Hawai‘i and Hawaiian Culture, eventually putting on a ho‘ike in the community; and

WHEREAS, after moving to Las Vegas in 1993 Dorinda began her search for the right
job to best support her family along with Lee, which included being a bus driver with the Clark
County School District for five years, then finding a position with Smith’s grocery stores where
she arraigned flowers for 10 years while also establishing several small side businesses focused



on Hawaiian themed textiles, lei po‘o and haku, being the first ‘ohana to sell grilled teriyaki
sticks at several Chinese New Year events in the early 2010s, selling kiilolo from Moku o Keawe
that her and Lee supervised their keiki to cut, wrap, and label, and making artificial flowers from
2019-2022; and

WHEREAS, after moving to Las Vegas, Dorinda continued immersing her ‘ohana in
Hawaiian culture and values by not only starting a hula halau with other kanaka maoli, but
dancing with Halau Nani Ola and eventually creating a hui for her to share what she was taught
from Kamehameha Schools, including having the privilege of learning from masters like Aunty
Nona Beamer, Dr. Donald Mitchell, Mrs. Sara Quick (Kumu Keahi), Leinaala Kalama Heine,
and Roland Cazimero, who all gave their ‘ike a me ka na‘auao willingly, teaching Dorinda to
share what she learned to keep our culture alive; and

WHEREAS, Dorinda acknowledged that her approach of sharing our culture caused her
to make it her life’s work her kuleana, to share the Hawaiian principles and values she was
taught to all po‘e interested; and

WHEREAS, Dorinda’s interest and efforts in the Hawaiian Civic movement were re-
energized with her mother passing in 2013 as she reflected on her parent’s involvement as
members of Ewa Pu‘uloa Hawaiian Civic Club in the late 1960s and early 1970s, which caused
her to join the Las Vegas Hawaiian Civic Club (LVHCC); and

WHEREAS, after joining LVHCC Dorinda made it her kuleana to repair and expand the
club’s brand and image into an organization dedicated to representing the lahui and their issues
while continuing to perpetuate the culture, arts, and ‘0lelo Hawai‘i on the continent; and

WHEREAS, Dorinda was elected as LVHCC Hope Pelekikena ‘Elua in 2014, then as
Pelekikena in 2016, all the while supporting local Hawaiian small businesses with store opening
‘oli and representing the 1ahui and LVHCC to organizations across the state while creating an
ono prune mui recipe that evolved into a tool for interaction with people; and

WHEREAS, in 2018, Dorinda studied and then developed a concept to establish a
cultural center in Las Vegas resulting in the passing of Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs
Resolution 2018-48 “Recommending The Development of a Cultural Center in Las Vegas,
Nevada,” conducting discussions with the offices of the Mayor of Las Vegas for the day-to-day
operations, two Nevada Congressional Representatives, and one Senator’s office while visiting
Washington DC in 2018 to participate in the annual lei draping of King Kamehameha’s statue in
the Capitol Rotunda, to discuss potential Congressional matching funds while parallel
development and creation of the 501(c)(3) Prince Kuthido Foundation in Las Vegas planning effort
occurred; and

WHEREAS, Dorinda represented the 1ahui in Clark County being elected the first Native
Hawaiian Commissioner on the Clark Country Asian American Native Hawaiian and Pacific
Islander Commission in 2019, supporting commission work on several initiatives to identify
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social and economic needs of the growing Asian-American and Pacific Islander communities in
the Las Vegas Valley, hosting a resource conference, and conducting a feasibility study to
develop a cultural center which continued Dorinda’s passion and hard work; and

WHEREAS, Dorinda received many accolades for her dedicated efforts to perpetuate the
Hawaiian culture, which includes being recognized by the Governor of Nevada for years of
volunteerism and citizen involvement, receiving many mahalo for her time on the Little Grass
Shack radio station and over social media providing weekly ‘0lelo no‘eau, working with the
Nevada Arts Council on grant funding efforts, and, in one of her proudest moments, the
awarding of the 2020 Prince Jonah Kuihio Kalaniana‘ole Award for Outstanding Hawaiian Civic
Club Award from the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs to LVHCC, showing the years of
hard work paid off; and

WHEREAS, Dorinda as LVHCC Pelekikena ‘Iho Nei continued representing LVHCC to
perform ‘oli for new businesses culminating in an ‘oli and presenting traditional pa‘akai at the
inaugural Southwest Airlines flight from Las Vegas to Honolulu in 2021, including ‘oli for the
plane, the terminal, and the staff, both at the airport and for the senior management who attended
the event; and

WHEREAS, Dorinda took time in 2021 to first return to O‘ahu to care for her brother
Oswald Keola III, affectionally known as Boy, and after his passing assumed responsibility to
repair and upgrade the Keola ‘ohana home to maintain roots of the ‘ohana in Ewa Beach which
turned into a several years effort on her part; and

WHEREAS, Dorinda left this world from complications of cancer to be with Ke Akua on
August 16, 2023, at the age of 65 in Las Vegas, Nevada after having a final visit with her ‘ohana
and 1s survived by her husband Lee, son Kalani, daughters Daysha and Brianne, and 7
grandchildren.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs
at its 65™ Annual Convention in Hamohamo, Waikiki, O‘ahu, in the malama of Welehu and the
rising of Hoku, this 16" day of November 2024, celebrating the life of Dorinda Puanani Keola
Burnet; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Dorinda’s favorite song “Pua Hone” as sung by the
Brothers Cazimero be played during Convention in her honor after this resolution is accepted and
approved; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be transmitted to
Lee Burnet, Daysha Pacheco, Kalani Heu, Brianne Burnet, Kamuela Ka‘ahanui, Kulian Moran,
Jamie Fernandez, Kau‘i Serrao (Ewa Pu‘uloa Hawaiian Civic Club), the Las Vegas Hawaiian
Civic Club, Na Lei Makalapua (Mainland Council), the Governor of State of Nevada, the Office
of the Mayor of Las Vegas, the President of the Nevada State Senate, the Speaker of the Nevada
State Assembly, as well as the Governor of the State of Hawai‘i, President of the Hawai‘i State
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Senate, Speaker of the Hawai‘i State House of Representatives, Chair of the Hawai‘i State
Senate subject matter committee on Hawaiian Affairs, Chair of the Hawai‘i State House subject
matter committee on Hawaiian Affairs, Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Office of Hawaiian
Affairs, and all Hawai‘i County Mayors.

The undersigned herby certifies that the
foregoing Resolution was duly adopted in the
malama of Welehu and the rising of Hoku, on
the 16" day of November 2024, at the 65
Annual Convention of the Association of
Hawaiian Civic Clubs in Hamohamo, Waikiki.

DreanaLee Kalili, President






