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Please forward this message to members of your Hawaiian Civic Club

Tulai 2024

'Olelo Hawai'i

Noi
To ask for something,

: request, solicit, appeal, :

apply, make a motion

2024 Convention
"Ka La'i o Hauola"

SAVE THE DATE

November 10-17, 2024

WaikikT1, O'ahu

| HOTEL INFORMATION

CONVENTION
INFORMATION

Important Dates:

July 17

: 120 Days to Opening Plenary :

August 16

90 Days to Opening Plenary :

September 15

560 Days to Opening PlenaryE

1. Per Capita Dues &
Roster

Congratulations to all who helped make the 13th Festival of Pacific
Arts and Culture an incredible success! Many of the FestPAC leaders,
including the commission chair and members and the festival
director and support team are Hawaiian Civic Club members. We are
proud of you and applaud your hard work in bringing delegations
from across the Pacific to our pae ‘aina last month to celebrate all our
cultural practices, arts, and traditions, and our collective community.

In addition to FestPAC, the AOHCC was busy this past month in
advocating for and supporting a number of efforts. We submitted
comments to the U.S. Army's Second Draft Environmental Impact
Statement for Pohakuloa, we participated in the U.S. Department of
Transportation's consultation meetings on the development of its
Native Hawaiian Consultation policy, and we offered candidates for
the Governor's consideration for the OHA Salary Commission. We
are also pleased to announce that Governor Green signed SB 2305
into law last week as Act 158. The AOHCC partnered with the
Alzheimer's Association this past session to support this legislation
that establishes a silver alert program to help locate and safeguard
kupuna and persons with memory health needs.

July is an important month for Hawai'i's registered voters as the
state's Primary Election kicks off in a few weeks when ballots are
mailed out to voters. Ballots are due to arrive in mailboxes by July
23 and all ballots must be returned by August 10 at 7:00 p.m. Please
vote early and make our community's voice count! The link to
candidate questionnaires collected by Civil Beat are below. You'll find
several familiar AOHCC faces among the candidates running for
office this year. Best wishes to our 'ohana who seek to serve in public
office.

Mabhalo,

Dre Kalili
Pelekikena

Aloha Paumako: Aaron Mahi
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Aaron Mabhi, a distinguished linguist, composer, Kahu, and one of
Hawaii’s foremost conductors and musicians, and member of
Ko‘olaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club, has passed away at the age of 70.

He graduated from Kamehameha Schools in 1971 and went on to earn
his degree from Connecticut’s Hartt School of Music in 1975. Mahi
also honed his conducting skills at the Herbert Bloomsted Institute of
Conducting in California.

In 1981, newly elected Honolulu Mayor Eileen Anderson appointed
him bandmaster of the Royal Hawaiian Band, the first native
Hawaiian bandmaster since Charles E. King in 1933. Mahi held this
position for 24 years.

Mabhi also received a prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award from
the Hawaii Academy of Recording Arts in 2022.

Click here to read the full story by Hawai'i News Now.
Click here to read the full story by KHON.

Kahea: Hawai't DOT Needs Assistance
with Hawaiian Spellings on Highways

Hawaiian spelling for street signs from Native Hawaiian
Organizations and community members with language and cultural
knowledge or insights on the areas covered by the street signs.

The lists of street names are organized by island. Please click each
link for the lists, explanations, and the survey forms to submit
comments or recommended spellings:

Kahea: 'Tolani Palace Seeks Volunteers
to Support Data Collection on
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Secretary
‘at AHCC.Nuhou@gmail.com

Do you and your fellow Hawaiian Civic Club members have a few
hours to support our treasured 'Tolani Palace? Your help is needed!

To support grant funding requirements, the Friends of 'Tolani Palace
must collect data from all guests who visit the palace at the monthly
manuahi event. At least four volunteers are needed for each shift
(8:00-11:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.) for each date listed
below:

« July 14, 2024

« August 11, 2024

- September 8, 2024
« October 13, 2024

. November 10, 2024
« December 8, 2024

Volunteers will simply need to ask guests about place of residence
(e.g., zip code) and Native Hawaiian ancestry. Similar to how our
clubs take care of Mauna 'Ala, please consider having your club sign
up for one Sunday!

Interested? Contact Po‘ai Lincoln, Membership Program Manager,

Protecting Pacific Islander
Intellectual Property: Challenges

Na Lei‘a Haff

The Pacific Islands are home to a rich tapestry of cultures, each
boasting unique traditions, knowledge, and artistic expressions.
These communities, with their vibrant folklore, music, dance, and art,
have much to offer. However, they face significant challenges in
protecting their intellectual property (IP) in a world where
conventional IP laws often fall short.

One of the most pressing issues is the misappropriation and
exploitation of traditional knowledge and cultural expressions.
Imagine traditional designs appearing in fashion lines or indigenous
plants being patented for their medicinal properties, all without
proper authorization or benefit-sharing with the originating
communities. This is a reality for many Pacific Islanders, whose
cultural and economic rights are regularly infringed upon.

Many Pacific Island nations also lack comprehensive IP laws that
adequately recognize and protect traditional knowledge. Even when
such laws exist, enforcement can be weak or inconsistent. On an
international level, the IP regimes often overlook the unique needs
and perspectives of indigenous communities, making it difficult for
Pacific Islanders to safeguard their cultural heritage globally.

Adding to these challenges is the issue of access and benefit-sharing.
Ensuring that Pacific Islander communities benefit from the
commercial use of their traditional knowledge and genetic resources
is a significant hurdle. Mechanisms to implement fair and equitable
sharing of benefits, like those outlined in the Nagoya Protocol, are
often lacking or underdeveloped in these regions.

Another layer of complexity is the limited awareness among Pacific
Islander communities about their IP rights. Many are unfamiliar with
the tools available to protect their traditional knowledge, making it
challenging to assert their rights and seek redress when
infringements occur. This lack of knowledge leaves them vulnerable
to exploitation and biopiracy, where foreign entities exploit local
biological resources without permission or compensation.
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However, there are potential solutions and initiatives that can help
address these challenges. One approach is developing community
protocols for the use of traditional knowledge and documenting
cultural heritage. This proactive strategy can empower communities
to assert their rights and provide evidence in legal disputes.

Integrating customary laws into national and international IP
frameworks can also offer a more respectful and effective means of
protecting traditional knowledge. Recognizing the value of indigenous
practices provides a legal basis for their protection and ensures that
these communities are not left out of the IP conversation.

Support from international organizations like the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO) is crucial. These bodies can help
strengthen the IP rights of Pacific Islanders through advocacy, legal
assistance, and capacity-building initiatives. Increasing awareness
and education about IP rights among Pacific Islander communities is
essential too. Training in legal rights and how to navigate IP systems
can empower these communities to protect their cultural assets
effectively.

Advocating for legal reforms at both the domestic and international
levels is necessary to better protect traditional knowledge and ensure
benefit-sharing. These reforms should aim to create a more inclusive
IP system that acknowledges and respects the unique nature of
indigenous cultural heritage.

Addressing the IP challenges faced by Pacific Islanders requires a
multifaceted approach involving legal reform, community
empowerment, and international cooperation. By developing
community protocols, integrating customary law, and enhancing
education and advocacy, we can help ensure that the traditional
knowledge and cultural expressions of Pacific Islanders are respected
and protected for generations to come. This is not just about
safeguarding cultural assets; it’s about honoring and preserving the
identity and heritage of the Pacific Islander communities.

Lei'a Haff is participating in professional development certification
through the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
sponsored by the Sub-Committee on Native Hawaiian IP and
‘Ahahui Stwila Hawai'‘i.

Get out the Vote 2024
Civil Beat - Candidate Q&A Guides

ELECTIONS 2024

__ CANDIDATE

G 08As

202
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Hawaiian Civic Club Events

NA HULU KUPUNA 5,
OKOOLAYLOA PP

Jain the Ke'claulea Hawalian Civie Club in ite 100tk
ary celebration, Ha Hele Kepena "o Ko'olawloa

SEPT | 1« | 2024

0%:00 PM - 07:00 PM HST at Kvalea Ranch

_ £50 per ticket
This awent will honor the Buly kepena, or the includas disnar &

chaica and pracisyi aldari and pait plllldnnla P T g
of cur ciwic club and the Ko'elauloa moks
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Cultural and Community Events

o
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Let's continue to
‘Kako’o Maui
"W;; = ( e

..ﬁ‘,,;

Six months have passed since the Lahaina
wildfires and our community has rallied
together to aid our affected Maui ‘ohana. As
we continue to rebuild and heal, we turn to the
resilient people of Lahaina to lead the way
forward.

What the Kako‘o Maui medley video, where
voices from across Hawai‘i join in to uplifting
Na Hono A Pi'ilani.

WATCH VIDEO
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