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Hawaiian Civic Clubs are well represented in Washington, D.C. today as organizations gathered in the
Capitol to honor Kamehameha I with a draping of lei at his statue in June. The AOHCC Puʻukū  Lu Ann
Faborito is joined by Nā  Lei Makalapua pelekikena Marlene Livesay and members of various Hawaiian
Civic Clubs.

Hawaiian Civic Clubs in the News: New paradigm
put forth to protect ancient Hawaiian burials
Honolulu Star-Advertiser, June 29, 2025

The beachside town of Kailua could be designated a burial ground, affording more
protection to a roughly estimated 3,000 unmarked ancient Hawaiian graves located in
the community built largely on sand.

A city commission is pushing for the designation and recently received support from
representatives of a state agency overseeing Hawaii law pertaining to historic burials
and the city Department of Planning and Permitting.

The proposal from the Oahu Historic Preservation Commission also is envisioned as a
potential model that could be used in other parts of the island, or the state, with known
widespread concentrations of iwi kupuna, the ancestral bones of Native Hawaiians.

The endeavor by the 2-year-old commission stems from a request by the Association
of Hawaiian Civic Clubs to address what the nonprofit organization describes as
unacceptable instances of iwi kupuna being dug up at residential and commercial
construction projects in Kailua without sufficient care or awareness of the risk of
desecrating graves considered sacred by many Hawaiians.

Thomas Dye, a commission member and retired state archaeologist, said the proposal
aims to reduce indiscriminate burial excavations and result in more burials preserved in
place without culturally insensitive disturbances.

“Through my long career, I’ve seen way too many crushed babies, broken skulls,
snapped femurs in backhoe buckets, and I don’t want to see that again,” he said during a
Tuesday commission meeting.

Kailua sand berm

Since 1933, at least 338 iwi kupuna have been unearthed in Kailua, including at least 157
after the 1990 enactment of a state law to protect historic Hawaiian burials, according to
the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs.
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Of the 157, 85 were disturbed during home improvement or renovation projects
involving excavation, including installation of swimming pools, the organization claims.

Such concentration is due to the Windward Oahu town and the neighboring Mokapu
Peninsula to the north and Waimanalo to the south being built largely on a berm of
sand.

The association contends the number of known disturbed burials in Kailua makes the
area a wahi kanu, or burial place, needing heightened protection.

In October 2023, Oahu’s preservation commission, formed earlier that year, received a
resolution from the association asking for help to designate Kailua as a wahi kanu. Three
members of the commission, including Dye, conducted their own research and found
the association’s claims plausible and deserving action.

“It appears that historic preservation practice in Kailua has missed the forest for the
trees,” the three commissioners said in a March 2024 report. “It is sobering to consider
the limited benefit that historic preservation currently provides for burials in the Kailua
sand berm.”

Burial estimate

The report by Dye, Hawaiian archaeology expert Kehaunani Abad and historic
preservation architect Glenn Mason estimated that about 3,000 sets of iwi kupuna
remain in the Kailua sand berm, based on an estimate that only 10% of Kailua has been
excavated for development and resulted in 338 burial discoveries cited by the
association.

“This estimate is admittedly speculative; nevertheless, it points clearly to the potential
magnitude of the historic preservation task, which will require cooperative action to
accomplish,” the report said.

Report authors said little excavation occurred during original development of homes in
the community, and that most sites in Kailua documented as being sensitive for burials
were common lands during the Hawaiian Kingdom that could have served as a burial
ground for long-ago residents of the area.

“The community burial ground is mostly intact,” the report said. “It likely comprises
thousands of individuals.”

One recent cause for concern has been at the site of a low-income rental apartment
project under construction at 330 Kuulei Road in a vicinity of known burials.

Nick Belluzzo, president of the Society for Hawaiian Archaeology, said at an April Oahu
Island Burial Council meeting that the State Historic Preservation Division, which
governs Hawaii’s historic burial law, requested an archaeological survey of the site to
test for the presence of iwi kupuna but that DPP issued construction permits with no
such requirement.

In another case, iwi kupuna were discovered in June 2023 in sand excavated from a pool
construction project at a Kaimi Street home. The association reported that bones were
found in a pile of sand next to the excavated pit, in the back of a dump truck hauling
sand from the pit and on a site for two horse corrals in Waimanalo where sand from the
pit was being transferred for use.

The nonprofit described this incident as a debacle in part because no survey was
required prior to construction despite the home being within a seven-block area where
it said more than 125 iwi kupuna have been unearthed since 1933, including the most
recent case that occurred directly across the street.



Kihei de Silva, a board officer of the Kailua Hawaiian Civic Club, told the commission at
its Tuesday meeting that desecration of iwi kupuna in Kailua is happening as though
there was no state law protecting historic burials.

Dye said the plea for help from de Silva and others deserves action.

“Kihei first came to us,” Dye recalled during Tuesday’s meeting, “and described how he
and his colleagues over in Kailua come to these construction sites where the backhoes
are digging and they see the disturbed bones of their ancestors and they cry into the
hole.”

Action plan

The commission’s proposal is for SHPD and DPP to make Kailua, or parts of Kailua,
subject to special standards for protecting iwi kupuna.

Under the proposal, SHPD would establish “Kailua community burial ground”
boundaries within which certain protections for burials would be required for projects
involving excavation.

For such areas, DPP would automatically refer such development project plans to SHPD
for review, and SHPD would not exempt small projects, including single-family home
construction, from review as they are now.

Dye said some parts of Kailua with relatively new sand deposits could be excluded, and
that there could be different levels of protection for other areas determined by
concentrations of known burials.

One level of protection could include a full historic preservation review prior to
construction. Another level may require monitoring during construction to provide
culturally sensitive treatment of remains if found.

If iwi kupuna are discovered during an archaeological survey, which could be
standardized for Kailua, then those remains and any subsequently discovered at the
same project would be subject to treatment determined in part by the burial council.

Currently, iwi kupuna discovered during excavation work absent an archaeological
survey are treated as inadvertent, or unanticipated, discoveries and aren’t subject to
council decisions that consider the wishes of lineal or cultural descendants of ancestors
from the area who also play a role in determining whether to relocate remains or
preserve them in place.

The contention by the commission, the association, the archaeology society and others
is that no discoveries of iwi kupuna in Kailua should be unanticipated.

To offset costs for archaeological surveys and monitoring within envisioned Kailua burial
ground boundary areas, tax credits could be made available to property owners who
pursue ground-disturbing construction projects and would become, as Dye put it, burial
stewards.

Susan Lebo, SHPD archaeology branch chief, offered her personal support for the
proposal.

“We’re happy to help,” she said at the commission meeting. “We’re happy to work
together.”

Alex Beatty, acting chief of DPP’s land use permits division, also said the proposal
sounded worth pursuing.

“I think a lot of this sounds reasonable,” he told commissioners.



De Silva said he’s willing to help in any way possible, but also expressed skepticism of
government agencies making meaningful changes and questioned the degree to which
Kailua community members would embrace being burial stewards rather than owners
of swimming pools.

Belluzzo, who in addition to leading the archaeology society heads the local office of
cultural and heritage resources firm ASM, also offered a mix of support and skepticism.
But he encouraged everyone to achieve the commission’s goal.

“It’s time, and it’s not just for Kailua,” he said. “It’s providing a road map for other
communities. … This is important for the whole state.”

'Ō lelo Hawai'i

ʻAhaʻō lelo lā hui

Congress

2025 Annual Convention
Mark your calendars! The 66th Annual Convention is October 26 through

November 2, 2025, in Keauhou, Kona (Moku o Keawe).

This year, per capita dues and draft resolutions are due on August 31, and the
convention registration deadline is September 30.

Most rooms in the block have sold out and a few rooms will be added shortly. Visit the
AOHCC website for more details and make your reservations ASAP!

Click for more AOHCC Convention info

https://click-1522970.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1522970&mid=317074&destination=https%3A%2F%2Faohcc.org%2F2025convention%2F&cfid=12035&vh=a5925d861a013638e36c5790cdd0e21439abb8cd6ca221b6d803651616f83ead


E Heluhelu Kā kou! Summer Reading Challenge

“He aupuni palapala koʻu; o ke kanaka pono ʻoia koʻu kanaka” was an important motto
spoken by Kauʻikeaouli Kamehameha III, Mō ʻī  o Ke Aupuni ʻo Hawaiʻi (sovereign or ruler of
the Kingdom of Hawaiʻi) who believed in literacy and education. In the 1800s, the literacy
rate among the Native Hawaiian population was 98 percent.

Hawaiʻi was once one of the most literate nations in the world. Sadly, today, one in six
adults in Hawaiʻi struggle with reading English, according to the National Center for
Education Statistics.

Take a minute today to join the Hawaiʻi State Public Library System’s 2025 Summer
Reading Challenge! This year’s theme, “E Heluhelu Kā kou – Mele”, invites you to feel
the rhythm of reading through poetry, chants, and music. It’s a joyful tribute to the
powerful sounds and stories that bring us together.  

Here’s what to do:

1) Register for the Summer Reading Challenge at your nearest Library or sign up at this
website or through the free BeanStack app.

2) Between June 1 and July 31, read at least one book. E-books count. You can read
more, but we need you to read at least one book.

3) Encourage your family and friends to join the Summer Reading Challenge.

Hawaiian Civic Club News

https://click-1522970.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1522970&mid=317074&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.librarieshawaii.org%2Fsummerreading%2F&cfid=12035&vh=4a930395a68bf0a27f3da959eda8f215b4fd276ee69ced802dc9bfd942394080


Community News

Invitation to Screenings of Chief of War

Hawaiian Civic Club members have been invited to attend a preview screening of the
first episode of the new Apple TV show Chief of War. The first screening event is on
Friday, July 25, at Bishop Museum. Please forward this invitation to O'ahu Council clubs
and encourage clubs to invite all members who may be interested.

https://click-1522970.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1522970&mid=317074&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pkhcc.org%2Falsjdt-af34uugads%2F&cfid=12035&vh=a7e0eef64b25252b57d85eb2af53a4a3aafae79ac7ecc7e14493acd1873827ad
https://click-1522970.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1522970&mid=317074&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pkhcc.org%2Falsjdt-af34uugads%2F&cfid=12035&vh=a7e0eef64b25252b57d85eb2af53a4a3aafae79ac7ecc7e14493acd1873827ad


Gates open at 6:00 p.m. Screening begins at 8:00 p.m.  Panel discussion to follow at 9:00
p.m.

There is no cost to attend. Food will be available for purchase at the event.

If you are interested in attending, please complete this form by July 10. All Hawaiian
Civic Club members, friends, and 'ohana are welcome to participate. Each person must
complete the form (one form per person).

We will forward information and invitations to events on other islands as we receive
them.

﻿Community Organizations Invited to Participate in the

2025 Aloha Festivals Floral Parade

Community organizations, including Hawaiian Civic Clubs, are invited to participate in
this year’s Aloha Festivals Floral Parade, taking place on Saturday, September 27, 2025,
from Ala Moana Beach Park through Kalā kaua Avenue to Kapi'olani Park. The 3.5-mile-
long parade will begin promptly at 9:00 a.m. and is expected to conclude around noon.
This parade is one of the recognized legacy parades in Waikī kī  and the largest Hawaiian
cultural celebration in the U.S.

This year’s theme is “Ko Kula Uka, Ko Kula Kai – Those of the Upland, Those of the
Shore.” Applications for participants are now available online at
www.alohafestivals.com/participate.

The deadline for units to submit the application is August 31, 2025.
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