
E Mau Ke Ea, The Sovereignty Continues
This year's convention theme is inspired by the words of Kamehameha III, Kauikeaouli, E
Mau Ke Ea… reminds us our sovereignty and our agency continues. On July 31, 1843,
Kauikeaouli proclaimed “Ua mau ke ea o ka ʻā ina i ka pono (The sovereignty of our land
perpetuated in righteousness), with the “restoration” of power to the Hawaiian
government following the Paulet affair. Since that auspicious day, kanaka have been
challenged on multiple occasions, and yet, the agency of our lā hui continues.
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2025 Annual Convention
Please mark your calendars! Key convention deadlines are coming up:

Deadline: September 30

Convention Registration (see below)

Kukui Lamakū

Hali‘a Aloha - Click here to submit names

Request for A/V Needs

Huaka‘i Registration

Click for more AOHCC Convention info

﻿Convention Registration - Submit by September 30

Each Hawaiian Civic Club must register its delegates, alternates, and members
and pay the registration fee by September 30.

The registration form is now available online. Click here to access the form.

Helpful hints for registering:

Each Hawaiian Civic Club president or president’s designee should submit a
single registration for the club using this registration form.  
Before you begin the registration, it will be helpful to gather the names and
email addresses of your Hawaiian Civic Club’s delegates, delegates-at-large,
alternates, and members. Each delegate, delegate-at-large, alternate, or
member should have a unique email address.
The registration fee is $50 per participant
Submit payment for registration electronically by PayPal
(https://paypal.me/aohcc) or mail a check to AOHCC at P.O. Box 1135,
Honolulu, HI 96807
Late registration will only be accepted from October 1 through October
15, 2025. The registration fee during this period is $100 per participant.

https://click-1522970.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1522970&mid=318853&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdSGmScTM5lxda0NTEyFx1P_q71OTOLNBk1AZSz0Am-X6t8hQ%2Fviewform&cfid=12035&vh=69472d9a43610a4b0454216b1fdc4ebbb488643778aade7a031aa54639d1adf3
https://click-1522970.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1522970&mid=318853&destination=https%3A%2F%2Faohcc.org%2F2025convention%2F&cfid=12035&vh=a5925d861a013638e36c5790cdd0e21439abb8cd6ca221b6d803651616f83ead
https://click-1522970.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1522970&mid=318853&destination=https%3A%2F%2Faohcc.org%2F2025-aohcc-convention-registration%2F&cfid=12035&vh=e236155ec0b52457465d997b2b3d7a6d502f5a1b1376d6551e76c02f51d9c932


Order your convention t-shirt today!

T-shirt orders at due TONIGHT at 11:59 PM HST!

T-shirts are $20
Tech shirts are $25
Orders will be picked up at convention

Click here to order your t-shirt!

Join us for Convention Workshops on October 28 &29

Tuesday, October 28 | 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

Community-based Conservation Management at Kealakekua Bay

Presented by Shane Nelsen in Keauhou I

Ea o ka ʻĀ ina: A Culture of Sustainability in Action Presented by Hawaii Green Growth

Presented by Kalani Kaanaana and Samantha Happ in Keauhou IV

This workshop invites participants to explore He Nohona ʻAeʻoia: a culture of
sustainability grounded in Native Hawaiian values, place-based knowledge, and

https://www.icontact-archive.com/archive?c=1522970&f=12035&s=12515&m=318853&t=8532cbde0ce014497d60f268f3b193938e1392e287876b6c90757b72a10e7fb8


collective action. Through the lens of Hawaiʻi Green Growth’s work to advance the
Aloha+ Challenge and UN Sustainable Development Goals, we will examine how
traditional practices, innovation, and community leadership work together to steward
our islands for future generations.

Participants will learn how sustainability in Hawaiʻi is not a modern concept, but a
continuation of ancestral systems that thrived in balance with land and sea. We will
highlight real-world examples of communities taking concrete actions that honor our
heritage and respond to today’s global challenges.

Healing Through our Stories: Uplifting the Hawaiian Diaspora in Film and Community

Presented by Cris Romento and Leialoha Kaʻula in Keauhou III

Benefits & Potential of Geothermal on Hawaii Island P4P

Presented by Brendon Kaleiʻā ina Lee in Nalu Lounge

The workshop will introduce the Power For the People campaign by Waikā  Consulting
that will include a short video followed by a slide deck presentation on the potential

benefits of using Geothermal energy generated in Hawaii to use as a replacement for
imported fossil fuels for Hawaii Islandʻs utility scale electricity demands.

Wednesday, October 29 | 9:00 am – 10:30 am

Liberating Language Education: Facilitating a Joyful Journey to ʻŌ lelo Fluency

Presented by Kalani Makekau-Whittaker in Keauhou I

Becoming fluent in our native language is a liberating accomplishment. Unfortunately,
the process in trying to get there has been unnecessarily traumatic in many instances,
leaving numerous kanaka feeling defeated. This is because, throughout Hawaiʻi at
almost every level, the language is being “taught” explicitly with an emphasis on
grammatical accuracy despite decades of research in Second Language Acquisition
(SLA) showing that explicit “study” is NOT how we acquire language. So, how can we do
better for our lā hui? It starts by understanding the underlying processes by which all
humans acquire language. Once we know what the research says, we can make better-
informed decisions on how to facilitate effective language acquisition at all levels.

This presentation is not about a particular method of language teaching. Rather, it is
about research – what the research shows in terms of how our brains acquire
language. Empowered with this understanding, I have been on a journey using my own
action research to liberate language education for our lā hui.

In this presentation, you will discover the transformative power of understanding SLA
research and its profound implication for changing the culture of Hawaiian language
teaching and learning.

EA Ecoversity: Culture-based Career Training and Workforce Development for
Hawaiians



Presented by Kū  Kahakalau in Keauhou IV

This workshop presents EA Ecoversity, Hawaiʻi's first culture-based career training and
workforce development program designed for young Hawaiians aged 15-30. The
program focuses on preparing participants for green careers that align with Hawaiian
values, enabling them to earn a living wage to raise their ʻohana in Hawaiʻi. EA stands for
Education with Aloha, a research-based teaching approach that combines ancient
methods rooted in aloha with the latest educational technology. Additionally, EA
signifies sovereignty, as EA Ecoversity represents the culmination of Dr. Kū  Kahakalau’s
30-year initiative to establish an independent, sustainable system of Hawaiian education
that is culturally-driven, family-oriented, and community-based.

Nonprofit Law & Good Governance 101 for Directors and Officers

Presented by Kealii Pang, Hugh R. Jones and Katherine P. Lloyd in Keauhou III

This workshop will educate conference attendees with the sources of law that govern
nonprofit organizations, internal governance matters including the organization’s
governing legal documents such as articles, bylaws and board policies, state and
federal required filings by charitable organizations, permitted lobbying activities vs.
advocacy, the process to re-establish exempt status for organization whose tax
exemption has been automatically revoked by the IRS, and how organization that have
affiliated social welfare organizations (501(c)(4)’s) must observe separation between the
two organizations. A Q&A will follow the presentation.

The Strategic Plan: Breathe - Deep Dive

Presented by Edie Kawai and Tee Furtado in Nalu Lounge

A brief review of the strategic plan followed by a hands-on working opportunity to apply
the AOHCC Strategic Plan to the kuleana in which clubs, councils, and association are
engaged, thereby furthering the work of our Association.

Wednesday, October 29 | 11:00 am – 12:30 pm

Ola Keauhou! Kamehameha Schools’ commitment to ʻā ina, culture, and community
at Keauhou Bay

Presented by Marissa Harman in Keauhou I

As the birth site of Kauikeaouli – the future Kamehameha III – Keauhou Bay is home to
rich cultural and natural resources, ocean recreational activities, and visitor attractions
that at times are in conflict. A major landowner at Keauhou Bay, Kamehameha Schools
will share a vision for the bay that focuses on culture, economic diversity and
community as the foundation.

ʻAi: Responsibilities and Privileges of Eating (film screening)

Presented by Kamanamaikalani Beamer in Keauhou IV

This multimedia workshop invites our kaiā ulu to re-center ʻai (food, eating) as a sacred
pilina (connection) between kā naka and ʻā ina. We’ll screen a 40-minute film of highlights



from the second season of the Moʻolelo Matters Speaker Series, followed by a live talk-
story panel with series speakers. Together, we reflect on how restoring pono
relationships with ʻai strengthens ʻŌ iwi identity, physical, mental, and spiritual wellbeing,
and reactivates our kuleana to ʻā ina. The Moʻolelo Matters Speaker Series is a web series
created by Aloha Kuamoʻo ʻĀ ina to explore and deepen community knowledge of
ancestral themes, values, and lessons needed to face changing futures in Hawaiʻi.

Advancing EA Through Legislative Engagement

Presented by Trustee Brickwood Galuteria and Leinaala Ley in Nalu Lounge

Background on OHA’s mandates, OHA’s 2026 legislative and voter engagement priorities
and strategies, and avenues of engagement for AHCC members.

Wednesday, October 29 | 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm

Protecting Mauna a Wā kea

Presented by Pua Case and E. Kalani Flores in Keauhou I

Come and be a part of a workshop experience that includes an overview of the cultural
significance of this sacred mountain, a film clip from Standing Above the Clouds, and
updates on current issues impacting the mauna.

Hula & Ā ina - The Prince Lot Hula Festival

Presented by Ian Custino, Shane Lee and Michael Pili Pang in Keauhou IV

Join the Moanalua Gardens Foundation hui on a journey of kuleana for Kamananui
Valley through mo‘olelo and hula. Learn a little about Prince Lot, the former Damon
Estate and their influence on the Prince Lot Hula Festival and Aloha 'Ā ina in Moanalua.

Engagement with ʻĀ ina: Enhancing Engagement &amp; Learning for Keiki

Presented by Lisa Letoto-Ohata and Malia Letoto in Keauhou III

This hands-on workshop will help participants (teachers, professionals, administrators,
etc.) explore ways to support students and families using a hands-on approach in
observing and learning about our environment through the world of STEM and
resiliency. Participants will learn to create immersive learning experiences grounded in
Hawaiian language and culture using Na Pua No‘eau’s (UH Manoa) latest curriculum,
“Nā nā  nō , ‘Ike nō ”.

Resolution 2024-51: What's Next for Protecting Education

Presented by KALO HCC, Sophia Sakaino, Noelani Tanaka and Kahoku Ka’ula in Nalu
Lounge

During the 2024 AOHCC Convention in Waikī kī , Resolution 2024-51 inspired strong
engagement from both youth members and guests. In this workshop, the Mō hala Youth



Council from KALO HCC will share updates on recent activity affecting our education
systems.

Look out next week for updates on convention meals!

FOLLOW US

aohcc.org

https://click-1522970.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1522970&mid=318853&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fcivicclubs&cfid=12035&vh=2fbd7603bb1240d0d1183a8b02038ebdaaeab263047a9ec469d36e97d3e859aa
https://click-1522970.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1522970&mid=318853&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fcivicclubs&cfid=12035&vh=2fbd7603bb1240d0d1183a8b02038ebdaaeab263047a9ec469d36e97d3e859aa
https://click-1522970.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1522970&mid=318853&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fhawaiiancivicclubs&cfid=12035&vh=8aa91864d58ce39c0e6f398057023eb58e2f61bf26518639aaf73a7756149212
https://click-1522970.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?cid=1522970&mid=318853&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fhawaiiancivicclubs&cfid=12035&vh=8aa91864d58ce39c0e6f398057023eb58e2f61bf26518639aaf73a7756149212

